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50TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT

FEATURES LEGENDARY WINNER

The Stulberg International String
Competition is honored to announce
the appearance of internationally
renowned violinist Joshua Bell in a
recital concert on Thursday, April 24,
2026, at 7:30 p.m. Presented by The
Gilmore International Piano Festival
in celebration of the Stulberg’s 50th
anniversary milestone, this recital
at Chenery Auditorium features
Bell alongside acclaimed pianist
Shai Wosner performing timeless
repertoire by Schubert, Prokofiev,
and Grieg.

Bell’s  journey  with  Stulberg
exemplifies our Competition’s
transformative impact. As a young
violinist, he earned the Bronze
Medal in 1980 before returning to
claim the Gold Medal in 1981. These
early accomplishments helped launch
what would become one of the most
distinguished careers in modern
classical music.

Today, Bell stands as one of our
most celebrated alumni—a Grammy
Award-winning artist and Music
Director of the Academy of St. Martin
in the Fields, renowned worldwide for
both his extraordinary technical skill
and profound musical sensitivity. His
remarkable trajectory from Stulberg
winner to international virtuoso
powerfully demonstrates our mission
in action: identifying exceptional
young talent and providing a platform
that transforms promising students
into professional artists.

We invite you to join us and The
Gilmore for this rare opportunity to
hear one of the world’s finest violinists
in an intimate recital setting. This
pre-festival concert celebrates both
Bell’s extraordinary career and our 50
years of fostering excellence in string
performance.

Tickets are available at thegilmore.org.
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A LETTER FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

As our annual competition quickly approaches, I
find myself reflecting with deep gratitude on the
opportunity to serve as Executive Director of the
Stulberg. As an organization with a rich history and
countless accomplished alumni, it is truly an honor
to help guide its next chapter.

For the 51st Stulberg season, we have expanded our
community partnerships to invite new and exciting
collaborations and opportunities for engagement
with you—our beloved community. Through these
relationships, we continue to strengthen our
commitment to the performing arts and to arts
education, providing life-changing experiences for
the young musicians of tomorrow.

While we celebrate the remarkable achievements
of the past 50 years, we also look ahead with great
excitement to what the next 50 will bring. We
remain dedicated to broadening our collaborative
partnerships, increasing engagement with our young
alumni artists, and creating innovative experiences
that will deepen and expand our impact in the years
to come.

Thank you for being part of this journey. Together,
we foster a strong and connected community in
support of the arts.

Warmest regards,
Dr. Garret Jones, Executive Director
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KSO MASTERWORKS CéNCERT FEATURES
PAST AND PRESENT STULBERG MEDALISTS

In celebration of the Stulberg International String
Competition’s landmark 50th anniversary, the
Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra will feature three
of our accomplished alumni in a special Masterworks
concert at Miller Auditorium Saturday, March 28,
2026, at 7:30 p.m. This historic evening showcases our
Competition’s half-century legacy of discovering and
nurturing world-class talent.

We are thrilled to welcome back Benjamin Beilman,
our 2007 Gold Medalist, who will perform Beethoven’s
Violin Concerto. Since his Stulberg victory, the
“monstrously talented” violinist has become an
international star—a testament to our Competition’s
ability to identify artists destined for greatness.

The program also features our newest generation of
talent: 2025 Gold Medalist Laurentia Woo will perform

Glazunov’s Violin Concerto in A minor, while Julius
& Esther Stulberg Memorial Prize Winner Lauren
Yoon will premiere Concerto No. 2 for Violin: Legacy
by Lucas Richman—a work specially commissioned for
this anniversary celebration.

This extraordinary concert brings together past and
present winners, demonstrating our enduring impact
on the classical music world. The world premiere
of the Legacy concerto beautifully symbolizes our
Competition’s storied past and bright future.

once-in-a-lifetime celebration.

(269) 250-6984 or

Join us for this
Tickets are available at
kalamazoosymphony.com.
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHTS:
WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

The achievements are plentiful for our Stulberg alumni, and we are proud to follow their careers as they
continue to thrive in the musical world at large. Here are some exciting updates for our alumni since competing
with the Stulberg:

Starla Breshears (2023 Bronze Medalist) recently won a section cello position with the San Francisco
Symphony and will begin her full-time position in September of this year. She will be the youngest member
in the orchestra. Both Starla and her sister, Valery Breshears (2025 Finalist) were named as Winners with
Distinction at the 2026 YoungArts Competition, a very prestigious honor!

In January, Esme Arias-Kim (2023 Silver Medalist) performed Barber’s Violin Concerto with the Culver
City Symphony. Coming up in March, she will be performing Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons concerto with the
Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra. The performance opportunities are endless for our alumni!

Violinist Bobby Boogyeom Park (2021 Bronze Medalist) was recently named a “Rising Artist” by the Chamber
Music Society of Palm Beach. Congratulations, Bobby!

Our alumni have opportunities to work on projects outside of performances; Keila Wakao (2021 Gold Medalist)
is in the process of recording her first CD! She will also be performing Prokofiev’s Second Violin Concerto with
the Tokyo Symphony Orchestra in March.

Starla Breshears Esme Arias-Kim Bobby Boogyeom Park Keila Wakao
(2023 Bronze Medalist) (2023 Silver Medalist) (2021 Bronze Medalist) (2021 Gold Medalist)
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COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIP
BRINGS MUSIC TO
YOUNG AUDIENCES
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As part of our 50th anniversary celebration and
ongoing commitment to music education, the Stulberg
International String Competition partners with the
Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra to present a Musical
Storybook event featuring “Dancing Violin” on
Tuesday, March 18, 2026 at 5 p.m., at this is a bookstore.
The KSO’s Burdick-Thorne String Quartet will bring
together storytelling and live chamber music for an
enchanting experience designed for young audiences
and families.

This collaboration reflects our dedication to nurturing
the next generation of music lovers and performers.
By supporting educational programs that introduce
children to the beauty of string instruments in
accessible, engaging ways, we help ensure that
string music remains vibrant throughout Southwest
Michigan.

This free community event is perfect for families. Join
us in celebrating music education and the joy of live
performance in the intimate setting of a beloved local
bookstore!
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