
2024 STULBERG JUDGES
The judges of the Stulberg International String 
Competition all have a long history in music 
performance with many of them holding 
prestigious awards and nominations for excellence 
as musicians. This year’s judges are no exception. 
The Stulberg is honored to welcome the talented 
members of the Gryphon Trio - cellist Roman 
Borys, violinist Annalee Patipatanakoon, and 
pianist Jamie Parker - as adjudicators for the 
2024 competition.

Gryphon Trio members lead educational projects 
in music schools and communities across 
the country. These include the ensemble’s 
flagship Listen Up! arts outreach program, with 
permanent hubs in Ottawa and Etobicoke; Orford 
Music Academy’s Piano Trio Workshop; and the 
Classical Music Summer Programs at Banff 
Centre for Arts and Creativity. Gryphon Trio are 
ensemble-in-residence at the Isabel Bader Centre 
for the Performing Arts in Kingston, Ontario, and 
artists-in-residence at Trinity College, University 
of Toronto.

Cellist and producer Roman Borys has 
distinguished himself as one of Canada’s leading 
artistic voices. A founding member of the 
three-time Juno Award-winning Gryphon Trio, 
Roman has released 22 acclaimed recordings 
on Analekta, Naxos, and other labels; toured 
internationally since 1993; and broken new 
artistic ground through cross-genre collaborations 
and multimedia performances.

Deeply committed to classical music outreach 
and audience development, Roman conceived, 
developed, and produced the Gryphon Trio’s 
flagship educational program, Listen Up!, in 
communities across Canada. Listen Up! now has 

two permanent hubs in Ottawa and Etobicoke, 
Ontario. Roman lives and works in Toronto.

Violinist Annalee Patipatanakoon is one of 
Canada’s most respected performing artists. A 
graduate of Indiana University and the Curtis 
Institute of Music, Annalee is a laureate of the 
Queen Elisabeth Competition in Brussels, and a 
first prize winner of both the Canadian Music 
Competition and Eckhardt Gramatté National 
Music Competition. She is also a founding 
member of the Gyphon Trio.

Annalee is currently Associate Professor of 
Violin and Performance Area Chair of Strings at 
University of Toronto Faculty of Music. Annalee 
has conducted masterclasses at Rice University, 
Stanford University, Royal Conservatory of Music, 
Hochschule für Musik Mainz, Domaine Forget, 
Orford Music Academy, Tuckamore Festival and 
School, Mount Royal University, and many more.

Jamie Parker traces his musical roots to the 
Vancouver Academy of Music and the University 
of British Columbia, where he studied with 
Lee Kum Sing. He completed his master’s and 
doctorate with Adele Marcus at The Juilliard 
School. Jamie continues the teaching tradition 
as the Rupert E. Edwards Chair in Piano 
Performance at the University of Toronto Faculty 
of Music. 

Jamie is critically acclaimed as both a soloist 
and a chamber musician and has made frequent 
appearances on CBC, Bravo, Global Television 
Network, Much, and media platforms around the 
world. In addition to touring as the pianist for the 
Gryphon Trio, he performs with major Canadian 
and international symphony orchestras.
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49TH STULBERG 
INTERNATIONAL STRING 
COMPETITION SCHEDULE

Friday, May 17, 2024
Master Classes
Dalton Center, Western Michigan 
University
3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Free and open to the public
2024 Master Classes generously sponsored 
by Metro Toyota. 2024 Violin Master Class 
generously sponsored by Jacque Jennings-Carter 
ADVANCING LIVES, LLC™

Bach Prize Award Night
Dalton Center, Western Michigan 
University
7:30 p.m.
Tickets available online or at the door
Afterglow Reception immediately following

Saturday, May 18, 2024
Semifinals Performances
Dalton Center, Western Michigan 
University
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Free and open to the public

Finals Performances
Dalton Center, Western Michigan 
University
7:30 p.m.
Tickets available online or at the door
Reception to immediately follow
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2024 STULBERG INTERNATIONAL 
STRING COMPETITION SEMIFINALISTS!
Christian Luevano, 20, United States, 
double bass

Joshua Kovac, 16, United States, cello 

Jiyu Oh, 18, United States, violin

Yanzi Zhou, 14, China, cello 

Lauren Yoon, 15, United States, violin

Nicholas Wong, 16, United States, cello 

Mio Imai, 13, United States, violin 

Erica Nam, 17, United States, violin

Pearl de la Motte, 20, United States, viola

Starla Breshears, 16, United States, cello

Daniel Yim, 18, United States, cello

Iris Shepherd, 18, United States, violin

ANNOUNCING AN INCREASE IN 
MEDALIST PRIZES
Earlier this year, we announced that we are 
raising the cash prizes, effective for the 2024 
Stulberg Competition! 

The Gold Medal Prize, generously sponsored 
by Kenneth Warren & Son, LLC is now 
$10,000 (previously $6,000). 

The Silver Medal Prize is now $7,000 
(previously $5,000). 

And, the Bronze Medal Prize, generously 
supported by the Pinehurst Fund, is now 
$5,000 (previously $4,000). 

We’re grateful to our sponsors and donors who 
have made this increase possible.

2023 Gold Medalist Amelia Zitoun recently spoke with 
Stulberg Board member Janet Gover about what she has 
been up to since winning the Stulberg Gold Medal last May 
in Kalamazoo.

Amelia turned 18 in December and is finishing her 
senior year of high school at Shorewood High School in 
Shorewood, Wisconsin – just north of Milwaukee.  As a 
graduating senior, she is breathing a sigh of relief that she 
has completed her audition season for conservatory.  She 
had four auditions across the country and has her fingers 
crossed that she will be accepted at her first choice, The 
Colburn School in Los Angeles.  This summer Amelia will 
spend 7 weeks in Shelter Island, NY at the Perlman Music 
Program.  And she continues to spend a lot of time weekly 
at the Music Institute of Chicago, which she refers to as her 
second home.

Amelia was very surprised when she won the Gold Medal 
last year.  She knew some of her fellow finalists last year 
from various competitions and summer programs.  She said 
it was a little intimidating to see them and compete with 
them again, as all are very wonderful musicians.  We asked 
her if and how the Stulberg has changed her career and she 

CATCHING UP WITH OUR 
2023 GOLD MEDALIST: 
AMELIA ZITOUN
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replied that sometimes there are added expectations 
when they realize “oh, she won the Stulberg!”  But 
those conversations motivate her and make her want 
to practice more and grow as a musician.  And she 
continues to be thankful for the opportunities that are 
coming her way.

For now, things have calmed down a little and she is 
focusing on a new repertoire of music and preparing 
for her appearance with the Baltimore Chamber 
Orchestra, which she is very much looking forward 
to!  She is also indulging a new hobby – collecting 
underplayed French pieces and is starting to work on 
a Debussy piece as well.

Amelia had a great time when she returned to 
Kalamazoo last November to play with the KSO.  She 
claims the Haydn D Major Concerto she played with 
the symphony was a very fun piece to play with the 
KSO.  She was recently featured in a live recital on 
Chicago’s Classical Music Station, WFMT, hosted by 
Robbie Ellis.  She has also applied to the Concert Artist 

Guild which provides representation and professional 
guidance and representation to young artists.  

In addition to all her professional engagements, her 
conservatory audition schedule, and constant practice, 
Amelia also plays with her high school orchestra.  
She says the Orchestra Director has built an amazing 
program at Shorewood HS, and Amelia claims that 
“those are my people.”  She told us she is blessed and 
incredibly grateful for the support of her family.  “I 
don’t know what I would have done without them.”

We asked her if there was any advice she would give this 
year’s semifinalists and she laughed saying “Usually 
I’M the one seeking advice!”  But she gives this sage 
advice: “Don’t worry about technical expectations.  You 
are there to share who you are as a musician and to 
show your musical self and identity.  Don’t let the idea 
that everything has to be perfect weigh you down.”

Great advice for all of us – no matter where we are in 
life!



The Stulberg International String 
Competition will celebrate its 50th 
anniversary in 2025! The upcoming 
golden anniversary will highlight 
the legacy of Julius and Esther 
Stulberg and the contributions of 
many community partners in string 
instrument excellence for youth under 
the age of 20 through education and 
competition. 

As part of the celebration kick-off, 
a concert performance by former 
Stulberg medalist and internationally 
acclaimed violinist Rachel Barton 
Pine will take place on November 
23, 2024 at Dalton Center, Western 
Michigan University. Save the date 
with Barton Pine for an evening of 
classical music filled with dazzling 
technique, lustrous tone, and 
emotional honesty.

In March 2025, Stulberg patrons 
and friends are invited to its 50th 
anniversary gala featuring a sneak 
preview of a commissioned piece 

by Lucas Richman, Grammy 
award-winning music director and 
conductor of the Bangor Symphony 
Orchestra in Maine. In addition, 
the participants of the competition 
will perform a movement of the 
commissioned piece as part of the 
2025 competition. Richman has 
garnered an international reputation 
for his graceful musical leadership 
in a diverse field of media and 
earned rave reviews for his artful 
collaborations with artists in both 
the classical and commercial music 
arenas.

In addition, our slate of judges 
and masterclass leads for the 2025 
competition on May 16-17 will 
include Barton Pine, Richman, and 
world-renowned cello soloist Li-Wei 
Qin. Qin is currently a cello professor 
at the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory 
in Singapore and a guest professor at 
Shanghai and Central Conservatory 
of Music in China.

Save the date for these upcoming 
Stulberg 50th Anniversary events 
and stay tuned for more details!

www.stulberg.org Spring 2024STULBERG TIMES

Julius & Esther Stulberg Competition
359 S. Kalamazoo Mall
Suite 14 at the Epic Center
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
(269) 343-2776
info@stulbergcomp.org
www.stulberg.org
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50TH ANNIVERSARY: A CELEBRATION OF STRINGS


