
48TH STULBERG INTERNATIONAL STRING 
COMPETITION PANEL OF JUDGES

Anthony Elliott | Cello 
Cellist Anthony Elliott is in great demand as a soloist, chamber 
music performer, and teacher. Following his victory in the Emanuel 
Feuermann International Cello Competition in 1987, Strad Magazine 
wrote of his competition appearance, “his emotional communication 
is often profound, and his glittering, silvery tone captivates the ear.” 
Following quickly on the heels of his competition victory was a highly 
successful New York debut recital, which received a lengthy standing 
ovation from a capacity crowd.

Elliott is a frequent guest soloist with major orchestras and is also in great 
demand as a chamber musician. He devotes most of his summer to teaching and performing 
at the Aspen Music Festival.

Benjamin Beilman | Violin 
Born in 1989, American violinist Benjamin Beilman is winning plaudits 
across the globe for his compelling and impassioned performances, 
his deep rich tone and searing lyricism. The Scotsman has described 
him as “a remarkable talent, delivering playing of rare insight and 
generosity, as captivating as it is gloriously entertaining” and the New 
York Times has praised his “handsome technique, burnished sound, 
and quiet confidence [which] showed why he has come so far so fast”.

Beilman studied with Almita and Roland Vamos at the Music Institute 
of Chicago, Ida Kavafian and Pamela Frank at the Curtis Institute of Music, 
and Christian Tetzlaff at the Kronberg Academy. Beilman won the gold medal at the Stulberg 
International String Competition in 2007.

Jessie Montgomery | Violin/Composition 
Jessie Montgomery is an acclaimed composer, violinist, and educator. 
She is the recipient of the Leonard Bernstein Award from the ASCAP 
Foundation, the Sphinx Medal of Excellence, and her works are 
performed frequently around the world by leading musicians and 
ensembles. Her music interweaves classical music with elements of 
vernacular music, improvisation, poetry, and social consciousness, 
making her an acute interpreter of 21st century American sound 
and experience. Her profoundly felt works have been described as 
“turbulent, wildly colorful and exploding with life” (The Washington 
Post).

Since 1999, Jessie has been affiliated with The Sphinx Organization, which supports young 
African American and Latinx string players and has served as composer-in residence for the 
Sphinx Virtuosi, the Organization’s flagship professional touring ensemble.

In May 2021, she began her three-year appointment as the Mead Composer-in-Residence with 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.

For a full list of the 2023 Stulberg 
Semifinalists, visit stulberg.org.
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48TH STULBERG INTERNATIONAL 
STRING COMPETITION SCHEDULE
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023
The Stulberg Spring Soiree 
Bell’s Eccentric Café 
6:30 p.m.
RSVP’s due May 5, 2023

FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2023
Master Classes
Dalton Center, Western Michigan University
3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Free and open to the public
2023 Master Classes generously sponsored by the Kalamazoo 
Community Foundation and Metro Toyota

Bach Prize Award Night
Dalton Center, Western Michigan University
7:30 p.m.
Tickets available online or at the door
Afterglow Reception immediately following the Bach 
Prize Award Night concert

SATURDAY, MAY 20, 2023
Semifinals Performances
Dalton Center, Western Michigan University
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. & 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Free and open to the public

Finals Performances
Dalton Center, Western Michigan University
7:30 p.m.
Tickets available online or at the door
Reception to immediately follow the concert
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By: Sarah Lee
NOTE: This recap and quotes are adapted from articles by Second 
Wave Media and WMUK. 

The Stulberg International String Competition in 
partnership with the Kalamazoo Junior Symphony 
Orchestra (KJSO) and Community Healing Centers, 
presented the world premiere of a new violin concerto by 
American composer Lucas Richman called Paths to Dignity 
this past February. 

Paths to Dignity is a concerto in four movements dedicated 
to telling the stories of the unsheltered community through 
music, a language uniquely positioned to invoke empathy 
and the fundamental dignity of our shared humanity. 

“This piece is trying to imagine the stories or potential stories 
of (the unsheltered) that people have known or brushed up 
against, and in that, this music is for them,” says Andrew 
Koehler, who has been at the KJSO podium for the past 16 
years, and also an Associate Professor of Music at Kalamazoo 
College and conductor of the Kalamazoo Philharmonia.

“Music is at once very personal and very universal. That’s 
its great strength. It is kin for active radical empathy and 
helps us to try to connect to the people who have stories this 
piece might entail – and to encourage the people who may 
have no relationship to these stories to have a sense of the 
fears and hopes of what people in this situation might feel 
and kind of tap into that.”

The concerto was written in part for Richman’s friend 
and violinist, Mitchell Newman – a former member of the 
highly-regarded Los Angeles Philharmonic and a passionate 
advocate for the unsheltered. 

“Music is at once very personal and very universal. That’s 
its great strength,” says Mitchell Newman, Grammy-award 
winning conductor who has performed many scores for 
film and television including The Good Place and The 
Manchurian Candidate. “It is kin for active radical empathy 
and helps us to try to connect to the people who have stories 

this piece might entail – and to encourage the people who 
may have no relationship to these stories to have a sense of 
the fears and hopes of what people in this situation might 
feel and kind of tap into that.”

Newman visited Kalamazoo in 2021 to serve as a judge for 
the Stulberg International String Competition, which was 
then virtual, and when asked by Richman where he might 
like to premier the piece, Kalamazoo came to mind. Megan 
Yankee, Stulberg Executive Director, then connected the 
composer and violinist with the KJSO.

“Mitch and I are struck by the wholehearted embrace of 
this work that the Kalamazoo community has shown and 
we’re very, very grateful to the KJSO and Megan Yankee 
and Andrew Koehler for going on this leap of faith that we 
could manifest this project together,” Richman says. 

Newman was extremely active in bringing music to the 
unsheltered in Los Angeles, both through P.A.T.H. (People 
Assisting the Homeless) and the highly-regarded Street 
Symphony, a nonprofit that “utilizes music to create 
opportunities of human connection to [the unsheltered] 
and incarcerated communities through workshops, events, 
and one-on-one musical instruction,” according to Street 
Symphony’s website. 

“That began our journey with this piece,” Richman says. 
“From the very beginning it was not just about my writing 
this piece of music, but equally important in the presentation 
of the piece is the community engagement aspect. I didn’t 
want to write a piece about homelessness that played for 
rich patrons who would listen and say, ‘Aw, isn’t that just 
terrible,’ then ignore the people living on the sidewalk as 
they walked to their cars after their performance.

“Sadly, of course, this issue exists in every community 
around the country so we do hope that we will be able to 
bring the piece to every state and in so doing help forge 
those very important relationships and bring solace and 
comfort to those in need.” 

A MUSICAL PARTNERSHIP ROOTED IN ADVOCACY FOR
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The third and fourth movements have been performed 
in Raleigh, North Carolina in November, but this is the 
first time the entire four movements have been performed 
together which makes it the world premiere, says Richman.

Thematically, each movement reflects issues and stories 
related to the unsheltered. “The first three movements 
are more about the individual stories of people of the 
unsheltered,” Richman says. The last movement is about 
healing and integration. Below are the themes of each 
movement in Richman’s own words.

First Movement: Our Stories

“Each member of the orchestra has a five-note motif, This 
is my story, the violinist responds musically, I hear you. I 
see you.” 

Second Movement: Fever Dreams/Move

“The first half (of this movement) is about PTSD and the 
effects of trauma experiences by veterans who make up a 

big population of the [unsheltered]. And the second half  (of 
the movement) is about something the unsheltered often 
hear: move, get out of the way, leave, find someplace else 
to go.”

Third Movement: Shelter for my Child

“This movement is the focal point of the piece in that it is 
based on the Hebrew word, tzedek, which means justice. 
That word is expanded to tzedekah which is charity in the 
Jewish tradition. The community must make sure everyone 
in the community has food and shelter. So there’s a musical 
motif that reflects tzedek, a motive which captures the 
innocence of a child and the nurturing mother as they face 
the issues on the street.” 

Fourth Movement: Finding Home

“The fourth movement brings the piece into focus with 
the idea of pointing towards reintegration into society. The 
violinist leads the community in a rallying set of variations 
on the word dignity.”

PATHS TO DIGNITY: FOUR MOVEMENTS



www.stulberg.org Spring 2023STULBERG TIMES

Julius & Esther Stulberg Competition
359 S. Kalamazoo Mall
Suite 14 at the Epic Center
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
(269) 343-2776
info@stulbergcomp.org
www.stulberg.org
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at Bell’s Eccentric Café
The Stulberg is kicking off its 48th competition weekend with a casual FUNdraising dinner at Bell’s Eccentric 
Café on Thursday, May 18th.  The event will support the Stulberg’s mission to promote excellence in string 

instrument performance by gifted artists under the age of twenty.
 

Join us for cocktails, appetizers and a scrumptious springtime barbecue dinner – and entertainment 
provided on Bell’s stage by The Bird Seed Salesmen – Kalamazoo based purveyors of gypsy jazz string 

music characterized by a swing-style rhythm.

We will also be offering a “Wine Pull” and an auction for an in-home concert featuring one of the 
2023 Stulberg Medalists.

Tickets can be purchased at stulberg.kindful.com/e/2023dinner
Deadline to purchase is May 10, 2023.

$90$90TICKETS JUST


