
By Sarah Lee - Rachel Barton Pine, an American 
concert violinist revered for her unparalleled technique, 
emotional depth, and profound connection to great 
classical masterworks, will return to Kalamazoo to perform 
a solo recital in honor of the Stulberg International String 
Competition’s 50th Anniversary celebration on Saturday, 
November 23 at 7:30 pm in the Dalton Center Recital Hall 
at Western Michigan University.

Pine’s journey as a violinist is nothing short of 
extraordinary. Born in Chicago, she displayed prodigious 
talent from a young age, and by the time she was a teenager, 
she had already made her mark on the international stage. 
Pine’s association with the Stulberg International String 
Competition began in 1986 when she won the Silver Medal 
at just 12 years old. She returned in 1990 to clinch the 
Bronze Medal, further solidifying her reputation as one of 
the most promising violinists of her generation.

The Stulberg International String Competition, named 
after Julius Stulberg, a renowned violinist and educator, 
is one of the oldest and most respected music competitions 
in the United States. It has launched the careers of 
many celebrated musicians, and Rachel Barton Pine 
stands among its most illustrious alumni. Her return to 
Kalamazoo for a solo recital is not just a homecoming but 
a testament to the enduring bond between the artist and 
the competition that helped shape her career.

Pine is hailed as one of the leading interpreters of classical 
masterworks, captivating audiences worldwide with her 
dazzling technique, lustrous tone, and emotional honesty. 
Her performances are characterized by an infectious joy in 
music-making and a deep passion for connecting historical 
research to performance. This unique approach allows her 
to bring a fresh perspective to classical music, transforming 
how audiences experience the genre.

Beyond her mastery of the classical repertoire, Rachel 
Barton Pine is also a champion of contemporary music. 
She frequently performs works by modern composers, 
many of whom have written pieces specifically for her. 
Notable composers such as Billy Childs, Mohammed 
Fairouz, Marcus Goddard, Earl Maneein, Shawn E. 

Okpebholo, Daniel Bernard Roumain, José Serebrier, 
and Augusta Read Thomas have all contributed to her 
expansive repertoire. Her versatility as a musician extends 
to baroque, renaissance, and medieval music, which she 
performs on period instruments including the baroque 
violin, viola d’amore, renaissance violin, and rebec.

At the upcoming recital, Pine will offer a program that 
showcases her wide-ranging talents and deep musical 
insights. The evening will begin with Mozart’s Violin 
Sonata in G Major, K. 301, a piece highlighting the 
composer’s playful and spirited style. Following is Leoš 
Janáček’s Sonata for Violin and Piano, a work filled 
with the composer’s characteristic passion and emotional 
intensity.

Pine will then perform William Grant Still’s Suite for 
Violin and Piano, a piece that blends classical forms with 
elements of African American musical traditions, creating 
a unique and powerful narrative. After an intermission, 
the program will continue with Brahms’ Violin Sonata 
No. 1 in F Minor, Op. 120, No. 1, a work of great lyrical 
beauty and complexity. The evening will conclude with the 
dazzling virtuosity of Franz Liszt’s and Niccolò Paganini’s 
La Campanella, a piece known for its technical challenges 
and brilliant, bell-like tones. Its melody comes from the 
final movement of Paganini’s Violin Concerto No. 2 in B 
minor, where the tune is reinforced by a “little handbell” 
- often illustrated by large intervals of sixteenth notes in 
the right-hand piano.

Pine’s recital in Kalamazoo promises to be an unforgettable 
evening of music, celebrating her extraordinary career 
and deep connection to the Stulberg International String 
Competition. For audiences in Kalamazoo, this is a rare 
opportunity to witness one of the world’s great violinists in 
an intimate setting, performing a program that spans the 
breadth of her remarkable artistry.

General admission tickets are $40 and VIP tickets are 
$75, which includes preferential seating and a post-concert 
meet-and-greet with Rachel Barton Pine.

Get your tickets today at stulberg.com/events!
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SOLO RECITAL 
PROGRAM
Rachel Barton Pine, violin
Mathew Hagle, piano

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Violin Sonata in G Major, K. 301
I. Allegro con spirito
II. Allegro

Leoš Janáček       
Sonata for Violin and Piano
I. Con moto
II. Ballada
III. Allegretto
IV. Adagio

William Grant Still       
Suite for Violin and Piano
I. African Dancer
II. Mother and Child
III. Gamin

Johannes Brahms        
Violin Sonata No. 1 in F Minor, 
Op. 120, No. 1
I. Allegro appassionato
II. Andante un poco adagio
III. Allegretto grazioso
IV. Vivace

Franz Liszt/Niccolo Paganini        
La Campanella
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RACHEL BARTON PINE 

Rachel Barton Pine is recognized as one of the foremost 
violinists of our time. Rachel is honoring the Stulberg twice 
during our 50th Anniversary year—first a recital on November 
23, 2024 (see cover story) and she will also serve as one of our 
esteemed Judges for the 2025 50th Anniversary Competition. 
The violinist, who realized her calling at age three and debuted 
with the Chicago Symphony at age ten, brings an individuality 
to everything she does. Pine was herself a Stulberg medalist in 
1996. 

In both art and life, Rachel has an extraordinary ability to 
connect with people. Celebrated as a leading interpreter of great 
classic and contemporary works, her performances combine 
her innate gift for emotional communication and her scholarly 
fascination with historical research. She plays with passion and 
conviction, thrilling audiences worldwide with her dazzling 
technique, lustrous tone, and infectious joy in music-making.  

Pine performs with the world’s leading orchestras including the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Camerata Salzburg, and the Chicago, Vienna and Detroit 
Symphony Orchestras. She has worked with renowned 
conductors, including Teddy Abrams, Marin Alsop, Semyon 
Bychkov, Neeme Järvi, Erich Leinsdorf, Sir Neville Marriner, 
Nicholas McGegan, Zubin Mehta, Tito Muñoz, and John Nelson, 
and has collaborated with artists such as Daniel Barenboim, 
Christoph Eschenbach and William Warfield.

LUCAS RICHMAN 

GRAMMY award-winning conductor and composer, Lucas 
Richman, has served as Music Director for the Bangor Symphony 
Orchestra since 2010 and held the position as Music Director for 
the Knoxville Symphony Orchestra from 2003-2015. Over the 
course of nearly four decades on the podium, he has garnered 
an international reputation for his graceful musical leadership 
in a diverse field of media. In concert halls, orchestral pits and 
recording studios around the world, Richman earns rave reviews 
for his artful collaborations with artists in both the classical and 
commercial music arenas.

He has appeared as guest conductor with numerous orchestras 
including the New York Philharmonic, Philadelphia Orchestra, 
Boston Pops, Los Angeles Philharmonic, Baltimore Symphony, 
Indianapolis Symphony, New Jersey Symphony, Canada’s 
National Arts Centre Orchestra and Toronto Symphony Orchestra, 
the Russian National Orchestra, the Oslo Philharmonic, the 
SWR Radio Orchestra of Kaiserslautern, the Iceland Symphony 
Orchestra, the Zhejiang Symphony Orchestra, the Orquesta 
Sinfónica Nacional and the Zagreb Philharmonic. Recent guest 
conducting highlights included programs with the Nashville 
Symphony, the Florida Orchestra, the Stamford Symphony, the 
Rhode Island Philharmonic Orchestra and the Israel Camerata 
Orchestra Jerusalem, as well as summer festival performances 
with the Cleveland Orchestra and the Philadelphia Orchestra.

Mr. Richman is also composing a piece specifically for our 50th 
Anniversary. The 2025 semi-finalists will compete to premiere 
the piece with the KSO in our 2025-2026 season. 

50TH ANNIVERSARY:  A CELEBRATION OF STRINGS
The Stulberg International String Competition will celebrate its 50th Anniversary in 2025! The upcoming 
golden anniversary will highlight the legacy of Julius and Esther Stulberg and the contributions of many 
community partners in string instrument excellence for youth under the age of 20 through education and 
competition. - By Pam Walker
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LI-WEI QIN 

As one of the most sought-after cellists of his generation, 
Chinese Australian Li-Wei Qin has appeared all over the world 
as a soloist and as a chamber musician. After achieving great 
success at the 11th Tchaikovsky International Competition 
where he was awarded the Silver Medal, Li-Wei has since won 
the First Prize in the prestigious 2001 Naumburg Competition 
in New York. “A superbly stylish, raptly intuitive performer” 
(Gramophone Magazine, January 2015) was the description 
of the cellist’s Elgar and Walton concerti recording with the 
London Philharmonic.

In recital and chamber music, Li-Wei is a regular guest at the 
Wigmore Hall and for the Lincoln Center Chamber Music 
Society, New York. He has appeared at the BBC Proms, the 
Rheinghau, the City of London, the Schlewigs-Holstein and the 
Mecklenburg Festivals. Li-Wei has collaborated with musicians 
such as Daniel Hope, Nabuko Imai, Misha Maisky, David 
Finckel, Wu Han, Vladimir Mendelssohn and Peter Frankel, 
among many others.

Born in Shanghai, Li-Wei moved to Australia at the age of 13, 
before accepting scholarships to study with Ralph Kirshbaum 
at the Royal Northern College of Music, Manchester and with 
David Takeno at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, 
London. He was invited to join the BBC ‘New Generations’ 
scheme in 2001 and in 2002, Li-Wei received the Young 
Australian of the Year Award. Other major invitations included 
appearances at both the 2008 Beijing Olympics (New Zealand 
Symphony), 2012 London Olympics and the Davos World 
Economics Forum (Basel Symphony Orchestra).

Prior to teaching at the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory, National 
University of Singapore, Li-Wei was a professor of cello at the 
Royal Northern College of Music, Manchester. He is also a 
guest professor at Shanghai and Central Conservatory of Music 
in China.

Stulberg Medalists: 
Where are they now?
Why was the Stulberg International 
String Competition established? Does 
it make a difference in the lives of the 
young competitors? Is the organization 
the same as when it started or has it 
evolved over the years?  The answers are 
Yes, Yes and Yes. 

As part of our 50th Anniversary, we 
are talking with past medal winners 
as they now pursue careers around the 
world. These musicians are playing in 
major orchestras, performing as soloists, 
touring with chamber ensembles, 
teaching the next generation and using 
their musical discipline in other fields, 
including law and arts administration. 
We are also gathering insights and 
stories from the Stulberg family, Board 
members, and community stakeholders. 
Together with photos and graphics, these 
stories will be showcased in a special 
booklet. Watch for it when we celebrate 
the 50th Anniversary of the Stulberg 
International String Competition in 
May of 2025!

A  F e e - O n l y  We a l t h  M a n a g e m e n t  G r o u p
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Julius & Esther Stulberg Competition
359 S. Kalamazoo Mall
Suite 14 at the Epic Center
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
(269) 343-2776
info@stulbergcomp.org
www.stulberg.org
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Stulberg’s 2024-2025 Season
2024 Silver Medalist Joshua Kováč with 

WMU’s Symphony Orchestra
Sunday, October 6, 2024 – Miller 

Auditorium, Kalamazoo, MI

Saturdays with the Stulberg
2021 Stulberg Bronze Medalist 

Bobby Boogyeom Park
Saturday, November 2, 2024 - ONLINE

2024 Gold Medalist Mio Imai with the 
Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra
Friday, November 22, 2024 – Miller 

Auditorium, Kalamazoo, MI 

Celebrating 50 Years of Stulberg with 
Rachel Barton Pine

Saturday, November 23, 2024 – Dalton 
Center Recital Hall, WMU, Kalamazoo, MI

Saturdays with the Stulberg
2022 Silver Medalist Jacques Forestier
Saturday, February 1, 2025 – ONLINE

2024 Bronze Medalist Pearl de la 
Motte with the Kalamazoo Junior 

Symphony Orchestra
Sunday, February 9, 2025 – Chenery 

Auditorium, Kalamazoo, MI

2023 Gold Medalist Amelia Zitoun with 
the Baltimore Chamber Orchestra
Sunday, March 9, 2025 – Kraushaar 

Auditorium, Baltimore, MD

Saturdays with the Stulberg
2023 Gold Medalist Amelia Zitoun
Saturday, April 5, 2025 - ONLINE

50th Anniversary Gala
Saturday, April 19, 2025 – The Desenberg, 

Kalamazoo, MI

Sponsor Appreciation Event
Friday, May 16, 2025 – 

Kalamazoo Country Club

50th Stulberg International 
String Competition

Saturday, May 17, 2025 – Dalton Center 
Recital Hall, WMU, Kalamazoo, MI


