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2023 MEDALISTS RETURN TO KALAMAZOO!

Mark your calendars for the return of our amazing 2023 medalists to 
Kalamazoo, where they will perform as soloists with local orchestras. 

On Sunday, October 1, Silver Medalist Esme 
Arias Kim will appear with the WMU Symphony 
Orchestra at 3:00 p.m. at Miller Auditorium. 
She will be performing Concerto for Violin and 
Orchestra in D Major Op. 35 by Piotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky. 17 year old Esme is currently 
studying at the Colburn Music Academy as a 
Thibaudet Scholar with Robert Lipsett.

Our 2023 Gold Medalist, 17-year-old Amelia Zitoun 
will be featured with the Kalamazoo Symphony 
Orchestra on Saturday, November 11 at 7:30 p.m. 
at Miller Auditorium. She will be performing 
Cello Concerto in D Major by Joseph Haydn. 
Amelia is a scholarship Fellow at the Music 
Institute of Chicago’s Academy, a training 
center for advanced pre-college students. She 
has been a student there since 2019. She currently 
studies cello with Hans Jensen.

And on Sunday, February 11 our 2023 Bronze Medalist, 
Starla Breshears will return to Kalamazoo to 
perform with the Kalamazoo Junior Symphony 
Orchestra at Chenery Auditorium at 4:00 p.m. 
Starla will perform Variations on a Rococo 
Theme by Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky. 15-year 
old Starla, began cello lessons at age 3 with 
Yoshie Muratani. By the age of 6 Starla started 
studying with her current teacher, Jean-Michel 
Fonteneau at the San Francisco Conservatory of 
Music, Pre-college.
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2023-2024 STULBERG SEASON
October 1, 2023 ǀ 3:00 p.m.
Miller Auditorium, Kalamazoo, MI
2023 Silver Medalist, Esme Arias Kim with the 
WMU Symphony Orchestra

November 4, 2023 ǀ 10:00 a.m.
Saturday with the Stulberg – ONLINE
2020 Bronze Medalist, Masha Lakisova

November 11, 2023 ǀ 7:30 p.m.
Miller Auditorium, Kalamazoo, MI
2023 Gold Medalist, Amelia Zitoun with the 
Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra

November 19, 2023 ǀ 3:00 p.m.
Kraushaar Auditorium, Goucher College, 
Baltimore, MD
2022 Gold Medalist, Daniel Bae with the 
Baltimore Chamber Orchestra

February 11, 2024 ǀ 4:00 p.m.
Chenery Auditorium, Kalamazoo, MI
2023 Bronze Medalist Starla Breshears with the 
Kalamazoo Junior Symphony Orchestra

March 24, 2024 ǀ 3:00 p.m.
Kraushaar Auditorium, Goucher College, 
Baltimore, MD
2020 Gold Medalist, Dongyoung Jake Shim with 
the Baltimore Chamber Orchestra

May 17, 2024 ǀ 7:30 p.m.
Dalton Center, WMU
Bach Prize Award Night

May 18, 2024 
Dalton Center, WMU
2024 Semifinals and Finals
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MASTER CLASSES: A LEARNING OPPORTUNITY OF A 
LIFETIME FOR TWO YOUNG CELLISTS

What does throwing a baseball and playing 
the cello have in common? Quite a lot 
according to 6th grader Bryce Youker, who 
participated in the Stulberg International 
String Competition’s master class with 
clinician and cellist Anthony Elliott in 
May.

“During the master class, I remember Mr. 
Elliott having us do things that don’t just 
apply to the cello,” Bryce said. “He wanted 
to see how I would throw a baseball and 
compared it to how I should start the piece 
with my bow.”

Currently a student at Kalamazoo Public 
Schools’ Linden Grove Middle School, 
Bryce auditioned for the master class to 
learn from older peers and was inspired to 
practice harder on pieces he was already 
working on.

“The masterclass helped me with my cello 
education because the teachers who gave 
the masterclass have a lot of great advice 
and they push me to reach a new level,” 
Bryce said.

Anthony Elliott, a former resident of 
Kalamazoo and a professor of cello at 
University of Michigan’s School of Music, 
was delighted to have a cello master class 
with young students like Bryce.

“The level of their performance was very 
high,” Elliott said. “I found them to be 

enthusiastic, open minded, adaptable, 
and highly engaged. They have already 
acquired a deep love for music, which I 
hope lasts a lifetime.”

Elliott has given master classes at many 
of the leading music institutions including 
the Cleveland Institute of Music, Eastman 
School of Music, the Shepherd School of 
Music at Rice University, just to name 
a few. Master classes at the Stulberg 
International String Competition are 
free and participants ranging from violin, 
viola, and cello soloists under the age of 20 
are chosen by audition. Elliott describes 
master classes as a valuable way for a 
student to reach new heights. 

“Some of the information can very well 
be things they have heard regularly in 
daily lessons, but with a slightly different 
nuance,” Elliott said. “That difference can 
sometimes be the catalyst for the ‘light 
bulb’ to go on -- leading to a significant 
breakthrough for them. 

It is also a wonderful venue for them to 
hear some of the excellent work being 
done by their peers, spurring them onward 
toward a higher level of achievement.”
Janelle Randall, president of the Board 
of Directors for the Kalamazoo Junior 
Symphony Orchestras (KJSO), said the 
Stulberg master classes are not for the 
faint of heart. 

“Students not only have performance 
ready music, but they also have to be 
self-confident enough to take constructive 
criticism in front of an audience,” 
Randall said. “KJSO students frequently 
participate in the Stulberg master classes 
and enjoy expanding their knowledge 
with high caliber professional musicians 
from outside our region. The students 
will remember these experiences and the 
lessons they learned for years to come.”

Randall added the master classes have 
made her daughter Addison, who is 
a former member of the KJSO, more 
confident in playing the cello and her 
interactions with others outside of the 
music community. 

Addison, now a freshman at Andrews 
University pursuing a degree in music, 
shared that participating in master 
classes is a great resume builder and 
an opportunity to work with incredible 
teachers. 

“Mr. Elliott focused on some details in the 
piece that I had previously missed, and he 
was able to help make my playing more 
musical,” Addison said. “The master class 
gave me more experiences learning from a 
wide variety of teachers.”

In 2019, Addison participated in a Stulberg 
master class with cellist and former 
Stulberg competition judge Emilio Colon 
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and really enjoyed it. She enjoyed it so much that she decided to 
audition again this year. During her master class with Anthony 
Elliott, she quickly learned there is always more to learn.

“It is always so inspiring to listen to master class clinicians talk 
about the music,” Addison said. “They have such a wealth of 
knowledge to learn from and a deep passion for their instrument.”

Addison credits Luke Cook, Bruce Uchimura and Andrew 
Koehler as her biggest inspirations in her cello education. “Luke 
was my first cello teacher, who gave me the good base to build 
off,” Addison said. “Uch was my cello teacher all through high 
school – he helped me take my playing from a stiff, technical 
style to a more sophisticated musical sound which helped me out 
a lot during my college auditions. 

Mr. Koehler is the conductor of the Kalamazoo Junior Symphony 
Orchestras, and he taught me how to be a better ensemble player 
and also the person that inspired me to pursue a degree in music. 
I am so grateful for each one of them!”

Liz Youker, Bryce’s mom, is in awe of the opportunities available 
for young musicians including her son here in Kalamazoo. She 
added, “The Stulberg master classes give kids access to such high-
level instruction.”

Youker echoes Randall’s sentiments on the master class not 
being for the faint of heart, especially preparing for a competitive 
audition and battling one’s nerves before the class. However, 
when the students meet the clinicians, they encounter some of 
the most wonderful, kind, and relatable people who care about 
their development, Youker added.

“These are teachers our children may see again down the road 
-- if they go into music,” Youker said. “After the class, they see 
the clinician’s work in a new light -- whether they see a video or 
hear a recording. The clinician is now a real person with whom 
they’ve had a conversation. It’s a lovely experience.”

In keeping with Julius Stulberg’s legacy of teaching and his love 
of working with young musicians, master classes are held the 
following day after the Stulberg International String Competition 
with the judges serving as clinicians. 

To help us support Julius’ legacy and ensuring students just 
like Bryce and Addison have access to high-level master class 
instruction for generations to come, we invite you to donate a gift 
to the Stulberg International String Competition. Your gift could 
be the difference in setting a young student up for success to 
become the next renowned international string musician.

For the first time ever, the 48th Stulberg International 
Competition, held in Kalamazoo, Michigan from May 18th to 
20th at the Dalton Center on Western Michigan University’s 
campus, was live-streamed internationally on WeChat, the 
popular (Chinese) social-media platform, attracting an astounding 
56,000 viewers globally. This historic initiative was spearheaded 
by Sophie Tang, assistant professor of Violin at WMU’s Irving S. 
Gilmore School of Music, and newly appointed Board Member 
of the Stulberg International String Competition. Tang skillfully 
planned, interviewed participants and hosted the highly successful 
live-stream.

Ms. Tang recently said, “I am grateful to Overneath Creative and 
my team in China, including Mater-Meet and Virtuoso Academy, 
for providing such an excellent platform for the live-stream, and 
thanks to Megan Yankee, the Executive Director of the Stulberg, 
and the whole Stulberg organization, for their tremendous 
support in making this collaboration possible.”

The live-stream included both the semi-final and final rounds, 
along with insightful 45-minute pre-competition talks and 
interviews for each round. 

“We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the wonderful guests and 
speakers. Furthermore, we commend the outstanding judging 
panel for their expert evaluation: Anthony Elliott, Jessie 
Montgomery, and Benjamin Beilman.” said Megan Yankee.

“The final round live-stream started at 6:30 am in China, 
and we were thrilled to see that we already had 38,000 people 
watching online by then," Tang exclaimed with excitement. “It 
highlighted the remarkable power of music and the incredible 
platform provided by Stulberg to connect young new talent with 
an international audience."

Tang's journey with Stulberg began in January 2023, when she 
became a member of the Board of Directors shortly after joining 
the faculty at Western Michigan University.

2023 STULBERG COMPETITION REACHES 56,000 GLOBAL ATTENDEES!
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Here’s what we need to talk about and support:
•	 The Stulberg promotes excellence in string instrument performance 

by gifted musicians under 20 years old.
•	 Many of the world’s most gifted string artists have been among the 

Stulberg’s 2,500+ young string participants. 
•	 Stulberg winners have gone on to illustrious classical music careers.
•	 Every year the competition attracts hundreds of applicants from 

around the world.
•	 The Stulberg gives out $25,000 annually in prizes and stipends.
•	 Stulberg medal winners receive performance opportunities locally, 

regionally, and nationally.
•	 Area students get an opportunity to attend master classes with 

renowned professors and performers who serve as competition judges.
•	 The Stulberg International String Competition is a step to 

greatness.

YOU CANNOT TALK ABOUT BRUNO, THE POPULAR DISNEY ENCANTO 
CHARACTER – BUT YOU CAN TALK ABOUT THE STULBERG!

When you talk about and support the Stulberg 
International String Competition, you not only donate 
and promote a great musical competition experience, 
but you also are investing in the future of young 
musicians. You also fund youth and music education 
that has long-lasting effects on the musical world. 

In speaking of the Stulberg’s impact, world-renowned 
violinist Joshua Bell said in a Newsweek magazine 
interview, “The competition ended up launching my 
career and my confidence in a lot of ways. It was a 
turning point and a lesson I use to this day.”
In fact, let’s not just talk about and support the 
Stulberg, but shout about it and give generously to the 
annual fund! Donate today at www.stulberg.org.

You cannot talk about Bruno, the popular Disney Encanto character – it’s a key story point. The Stulberg International String 
Competition has been internationally acclaimed but locally, it is a hidden treasure and needs more discussion and your continued 
support. 


