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2022 Stulberg Schedule!

As we look forward to the May competition and welcoming

Stulberg artists to Kalamazoo, the schedule is already
looking to be a very full and lively musical weekend.

On Thursday, May 19 the 12 semifinalists will arrive
in Kalamazoo. They will be the guests at a Kick-Off
Gala Dinner which will feature a mini performance by
a Stulberg alumni. It will also give dinner guests the
opportunity to meet and greet the semifinalists.

Semifinalists will begin rehearsals with piano accompanists
the morning of Friday, May 20. While rehearsals are
conducted, the Judges will also be leading Master Classes.

Friday evening’s ticketed event will feature the Bach Prize
Performances. The semifinalist competitor judged to have
given the best performance of a solo Bach selection is given
the Bach Award, a cash prize given by The Bach Festival
Society of Kalamazoo and the Stulberg International
String Competition. The Bach Prize Performances will be
held at Dalton Center Recital Hall on Western Michigan
University’s campus at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, May 20, 2022.

The competition will culminate in events held on the
morning of Saturday, May 21. The semifinals will be
held in the morning where the semifinalists will perform
one movement of a chosen concerto. The top six finalist
competitors will be announced at the conclusion.

The finalists will compete at the marquee event on
Saturday evening, May 21. This ticketed event will be
held at Dalton Center Recital Hall on Western Michigan
University’s campus at 7:30 p.m.

Mark your calendars now as you won’t want to miss
the young musicians who will share their talents with
Kalamazoo and the world!

Fall 2021

STRING COMPETITION

47TH SEASON 2021-2022

OCTOBER 9, 2021 | 8:00 P.M. FRIDAY, MAY 20, 2022
Miller Auditorium Dalton Center
2021 Silver Medalist, Sean Yu with the Stulberg Master Classes
Western Michigan University Symphony 7:30 P.M.
Orchestra Stetson Chapel,
Kalamazoo College
JANUARY 22, 2022 | 7:30 P.M. e

Miller Auditorium
2020 Gold Medalist Dongyoung Jake

Shim and 2021 Gold Medalist Keila SATURDAY, MAY 21, 2022

Wakao with the Kalamazoo Symphony 9:30 A.M.
Orchestra Dalton Center
47th Stulberg International String
FEBRUARY 20, 2022 | 4:00 P.M. Competition Semifinals
Chenery Auditorium 7:30 P.M.
2021 Bronze Medalist BObby Dalton Center
Boogyeom Park with the 47th Stulberg International String
Kalamazoo Junior Symphony Competition Finals Performances
Orchestra

THURSDAY, MAY 19, 2022
Stulberg Gala Dinner
Details to be announced...

SATURDAYS WITH THE STULBERG

Tune in online three consecutive Saturdays for recitals featuring Stulberg alumni.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2021
10:30 a.m. | Online
Recital from 2019 Gold Medalist Daniel Rafimayeri

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2021
10:30 a.m. | Online
Recital from 2017 Gold Medalist William McGregor

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2021
10:30 a.m. | Online
Recital from 2014 Silver Medalist Emma Meinrenken
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2021 Medalist Spotlights

Executive Director, Megan Yankee sits down with the 2021 Stulberg medalists to get to know them each a little
better. We're looking forward to their time in Kalamazoo throughout the upcoming 2021-2022 season!

Where are you now? Who are you studying with?

Keila Wakao (2021 Gold Medalist)

I am in Boston Massachusetts, and I am currently
studying with Mr. Donald Weilerstein and Mr. Soovin
Kim.

Sean Yu (2021 Silver Medalist)

I am currently a student at Rye High School, and
I attend the Juilliard Pre-College program every
Saturday. I have been studying under Ms. Clara Kim at
Juilliard since 4th grade.

Bobby Boogyeom Park (2021 Bronze Medalist)
I am in New York City now and I study with Mr.
Donald Weilerstein and Ms. Catherine Cho.

What made you pick your instrument? What was
influential in that decision?

Keila Wakao (2021 Gold Medalist)

Both of my parents were huge music lovers growing up.
It was their dream for me to play a musical instrument,
especially the violin. Since I was a young three-year-
old, they decided not to influence me in picking up
the violin. However, once I announced that I wanted
to start violin, they immediately searched for violin
teachers and violin shops so I could live up to my
dream.

Sean Yu (2021 Silver Medalist)

My sister played the cello before I did, and I would
always hear her practicing. Naturally, I felt inclined
to learn the cello and after begging my mom for one,
I finally got a quarter-sized cello for my 6th birthday.

Bobby Boogyeom Park (2021 Bronze Medalist)

I think I should say that I didn't "pick" the violin. But,
looking back on it, I feel like I was destined to play the
violin that will be a shining light of my life. When I
was in Shanghai (as a Korean, we stayed in Shanghai
for my dad's job), I went to an international elementary
school. There was a mandatory violin class that students
had to take as a school curriculum. The interesting fact
is that my parents changed their minds two days before
school started and sent me to another because they
wanted to have the opportunity to learn Chinese as a
Second Language. My family and I never knew that
violin classes were part of the school curriculum and if
my parents never chose to send me to the school I went
to, I would have never met the violin.

How do you prepare for a competition or
performance?

Keila Wakao (2021 Gold Medalist)

I prepare for competitions and performances by
staying true to my music, Currently I am working on
thinking things as a simple next step instead of too
ahead into the future. That way I can bring out what
I want in the music.

Sean Yu (2021 Silver Medalist)

When it comes to preparing for a competition or
performance, it starts with developing a schedule to
determine what kind of preparation is needed. Closer
to the concert date, I start building endurance.
Feeling fatigued during a performance breaks
concentration so to ensure that doesn't happen, I like
to play my piece through in front of friends before
the performance date.

Bobby Boogyeom Park (2021 Bronze Medalist)

First, I get a note from my teacher encouraging me
to participate in competitions. Then, I plan out and
discuss with my teachers what repertoires would fit
best to each round, usually the repertoires that I am
studying at the time and study them with practice
and lessons. Whether it is a concert or competition,
the reasons for each are always the same. It is to
challenge myself to undertake responsibilities
and learn from the process to enhance my ability
to play in front of pressure and audience. Though
concerts and competitions are considerably different,
it shares a common purpose, reaffirming myself to
never underestimate the core values that I take for
granted and that it is truly a privilege to be able to
play to anyone that sacrificed their time to listen to
my performance. i
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What has been your “quarantine project”?

Keila Wakao (2021 Gold Medalist)

During quarantine, I completely changed my bedroom
design! That is one of the projects I've done, and it was
so fun to have my surroundings turned into something
of my liking.

Sean Yu (2021 Silver Medalist)
Over quarantine, I learned how to drive and tried
learning the guitar with some friends. I recently got

lessons but can't say the guitar was as successful.

Bobby Boogyeom Park (2021 Bronze Medalist)
The word "project” is too fancy to describe my time in
quarantine.

I went outside every day to exercise regularly to help
my body and mental health stay in shape during the
pandemic, I went to art exhibitions (I remember going
to the Van Gogh exhibition held in NYC), and I did

some painting.

Has the pandemic affected your schooling or
performance opportunities? In what way?

ﬁ Keila Wakao (2021 Gold Medalist)

7 For my schooling, I was completely remote for my
freshman year, so I would be sitting in front of my
laptop for hours. It was tiring, but I felt like I could
take things my pace, and so it helped me have more

time to practice. Staying at home longer actually
helped my performance. Not just with more time to
practice, but it also helped me have time to mentally
think about the music before picking up my violin and
putting the bow on the strings.

Sean Yu (2021 Silver Medalist)

The pandemic opened a new realm of online
performances that I had little experience in. These
e-concerts certainly had benefits such as easier
accessibility, but I missed playing in a concert hall with
a live audience. I’'m certainly grateful to the Stulberg
Competition for giving me this opportunity to perform

in person in Kalamazoo.

Bobby Boogyeom Park (2021 Bronze Medalist)
Yes, I had to attend school online. Concert and
competition opportunities had to be canceled or held

online as well (Stulberg was one of them). It was the
first time I memorized people by their voices because
quite a lot of people at school didn’t put their cameras
on at school. It was once in a lifetime experience to
have everything held online. I did enjoy some part of
it, but I would never want it to happen again.

What advice would you pass on to other young
musicians?

Keila Wakao (2021 Gold Medalist)

To stay true to your own playing, and to know that
there are many ways to express something. Sometimes
people tend to change the way they play because of
the influence of other musicians. That can be good,
however we can also lose how we personally want to
play it. Also, it's good to be open to different ways of
playing something. There's no such thing as "one way".
Having the variety in the way you play brings out your
individuality as a musician.

Sean Yu (2021 Silver Medalist)

I would recommend all young musicians to expose
themselves to as much music as possible. Being a
musician, it's easy to only listen to recordings of our
repertoire. However, exploring the repertoire of
orchestras, chamber groups, and other instruments is a
really great way to deepen your appreciation for music.
Also, listening to other genres of music such as jazz can
be really fun.

Bobby Boogyeom Park (2021 Bronze Medalist)

I would say that before becoming great at anything,
personality is the most important thing in music
and anything in life. I apologize if that is what your
grandfather already said as a life advice.

What is one secret talent you have?

Keila Wakao (2021 Gold Medalist)

A secret talent is that I can do the cloverleaf tongue! It's
a type of tongue-twisting, where you fold your tongue
into multiple bends forming a clover leaf shape.

Sean Yu (2021 Silver Medalist)

One secret talent I have is to whistle. Rather
unimpressively, I can whistle better than average and
sustain a good tone. However, I'm currently working
on vibrato.

Bobby Boogyeom Park (2021 Bronze Medalist)

I am a fast runner, and it helps me for every sport I
play. It even gives me an advantage for sports that I play
for the first time. Also, I know A LOT about warfare
and the history of battles, weapons' history, military
tactics, missile types (such as missile defense systems),
the evolution of warfare. By the way, I hate the concept
of war and fighting, I hate violence, never got into a
physical fight in my life and I am actually very scared
about anything about warfare, but the reason why I
like studying is that the history of mankind has so
many relations with weapons and mechanics used in
battlefields and to avoid any catastrophic event from
happening, we have to understand the rock-bottom of
when humanity is at its worst.
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Summer Fundraiser Wrap Up

On August 22, 2021, the Stulberg held it’s first Ice Cream
Social at Pretty Lake Camp. Attendees were greeted by
fun toe tapping music by the Crescendo Fiddlers, a silent
auction with items generously donated by the Stulberg
Board of Directors, plus the star of the show, ice cream!

Money raised through donations and ticket sales went to
support the mission of the Stulberg International String
Competition; to promote excellence in string instrument
performance by gifted artists under the age of twenty.

Look for more information later this year on the 2022
Stulberg Ice Cream Social!

Annual Fund Kicks Off This Fall!

Watch your mailbox in the coming weeks for our annual appeal letter. To kick off this yearly event, we’ll be hosting the “Saturdays with
the Stulberg” free online recital series. Enjoy free music from the comfort of your own home while helping us to celebrate our Stulberg
alumni. To donate to this year’s annual fund, you can give online at www.stulberg.org/donate or mail a check to: Stulberg
International String Competition, 359 S. Kalamazoo Mall, Ste. 14, Kalamazoo, M1 49007
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